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RESEARCH FUNDING STRATEGY

Meningitis UK’s vision is a vaccine to eradicate Meningitis.  Our mission is to find one.

Meningitis or septicaemia (blood poisoning) caused by Group B meningococcal infection (Men B) is an important cause of death and disability in the UK. Although less common, pneumococcal infection causes the most dangerous form of bacterial meningitis. Of all infectious diseases, bacterial meningitis and septicaemia are the biggest killers of young children and teenagers in the UK.

Meningitis UK focuses solely on the development of vaccines to protect against all forms of meningitis.
Our aim is to fund good-quality, innovative, high risk research undertaken by scientists based in the UK (no applications from overseas will be accepted). 
Applications are invited for grant aid from established research groups in the United Kingdom with a track record in vaccine development. The aim of these awards is to support vaccine-related projects with the ultimate aim of eradicating all forms of meningitis and associated diseases. Funding for grants up to £150,000 will be available and smaller grants will be considered (to be paid annually in arrears). 

Application Procedure 
Applications will be invited through an advertisement posted in the British Medical Journal. Established Meningitis Research Units throughout the UK will also be notified via email outlining the area of research Meningitis UK wishes to fund. The deadline for application is 21st December 2009. The Scientific Medical Advisory Panel will meet in February/March to consider the application(s) to be recommended to the Board of Trustees for approval. 
A preliminary proposal will not be necessary. Applications must be completed using the application form provided. Applications should be sent by email, as proposals are circulated to the Scientific Medical Advisory Panel and referees electronically.

Guidance Notes on the application will be provided with the application form. These notes should be read in conjunction with the Terms and Conditions of Grant Aid, Meningitis UK’s Policy on the Use of Animals in Research and Code of Conduct.
Meningitis UK is a member of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC) and adheres to their principles of best practice including Structured Peer Review. Applications will be sent to at least two independent external referees who will provide detailed written comments and an overall score of the application. The Scientific Medical Advisory Panel use their expertise to assess applications and recommend funding on the basis of scientific merit. Final decisions are made by Meningitis UK’s Board of Trustees based on recommendations by the Scientific Medical Advisory Panel. 
All applicants will have the opportunity to respond to the Referee’s comments before the Panel meeting, although the author will remain anonymous. Applicants will also be informed of the outcome of their application, and declined applicants will be given constructive feedback. The conclusion reached by the Scientific Medical Advisory Panel may also be summarised. 

Applicants should not under any circumstances directly approach members of Meningitis UK’s Scientific Medical Advisory Panel with their research applications.

Assessment Criteria

1.
Relevance

2.
Innovation

3.
Originality

4.
Design

5.
Methodology

6.
Track record of the applicant(s)
7.
Strengths of the established research programme

8.
Ethical aspects

9.
Financial value

Recipients of Awards 

Grant Holders will be required to submit six-monthly progress reports. They will also be required to submit a final report on the project within three months of the end of the period of support. Failure to submit a report may cause Meningitis UK to consider refusing further grant requests, or withhold grant payments pending receipt of a satisfactory report.

The institution must ensure that all useful knowledge acquired from research funded by Meningitis UK is disseminated to the public and others able to utilise or benefit from it. Where the research is highly technical, restricted access through medical publications, universities, and other medical and educational establishments to persons who have a sufficient reason to study the material will be acceptable.

Grant holders must take all reasonable actions to ensure that Meningitis UK’s contribution to the funding of the research is suitably acknowledged in all publications. In any media coverage grant holders should ensure that they take all opportunities to promote Meningitis UK. The institution undertakes that wherever possible it will work with Meningitis UK to maximise opportunities for promoting the research and will make a spokesperson available to the media.

Code of Conduct

Scientific Medical Advisory Panel members, external referees, applicants, staff and Trustees of Meningitis UK all agree to abide by the Charity’s Code of Conduct governing the application process for Grant Aid.
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