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Our vision is a vaccine to eradicate Meningitis. Our mission is to find one.
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Meningitis UK launch the
Search(4)aVaccine Campaign

On 4th April 2007, friends, supporters,
members of Meningitis UK’s Scientific Medical
Advisory Panel, researchers, representatives
from the Department of Health, journalists
plus Meningitis UK’s patrons and staff all
gathered at Imperial College, London for the
official launch of the Search 4 a Vaccine
Campaign. The date of the launch, the fourth
day of the fourth month, signifies the
devastating fact that ‘Meningitis can Kill in
under 4 hours’.

The day was a great success, and started early
with 10-yearold Louise Greer from Northern
Ireland, who sadly lost her legs and an arm to
meningitis, appearing on GMTV to launch the
campaign. Fortunately, the day ran smoothly
with no unexpected last minute surprises! The
room at Imperial College was packed to full
capacity and we had numerous compliments on
how powerful the speeches were.

The launch of the campaign signals the start of a
major phase for Meningitis UK in the search for
a vaccine for meningococcal group B, which causes
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ome of the families and supporters who attended the Launch

almost 90% of all cases of meningiis in the UK and for
which there is currently no vaccine.

Scientists believe that with enough support, this can be
achieved within the next 7-10 years - possibly even
sooner. The aim of the campaign is to raise £7
million over the next seven years to fund the
research needed to reach this goal.

The campaign will also raise public awareness
of the common symptoms of the disease and
need to act quickly which, until a vaccine is
found, can mean the difference between life

and death.

Professor lan Feavers from Meningitis UK's
Scientific Medical Advisory Panel, said: “In the
past ten years there have been significant
advances in the search for a comprehensive
vaccine against meningococcal meningitis,
including disease caused by group B organisms.
Meningitis UK, is better placed than ever before
to find a way of preventing this devastating
disease. With the necessary funding scientists
could succeed in sending a vaccine to trial in less
than 10 years.”
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