	MENINGITIS FACT BOX

	· Classic symptoms of include a headache, stiff neck and a dislike of bright light. Other symptoms can include difficulty supporting own weight, fever, vomiting and diarrhoea, confusion and drowsiness.

· It can cause septicaemia, which leads to aching limbs, cold hands and feet and a rash.
· It is important to trust your instincts. If you suspect anything is wrong, seek medical help immediately.
· Meningitis can affect anyone of any age, however babies, children under the age of five, young people aged 16-24 and the elderly are most at risk.
· Meningitis is an inflammation of the lining that covers the brain and spinal cord. 

· In 2008 there were approximately 3,000 cases of all forms of meningitis provisionally recorded in the UK. Every year 300 people die and hundreds more are left with permanent disabilities.
· Every week, six families face the traumatic loss of a loved one to meningitis.
· No vaccine exists for Meningitis B, which is the most common form of the disease – accounting for 90% of meningococcal cases.
· It can kill in under four hours, which is why prompt medical treatment is so important.

For further information visit www.meningitisuk.org or call 0117 373 7373.



-Ends-
	PRESS CONTACTS
	For more information about Meningitis UK , call media officer Philippa Walker on 0117 302 6195.


Notes to the Editor
· Meningitis UK is the only meningitis charity in the UK solely committed to meningitis vaccine development. Meningitis UK’s sole focus is to find a vaccine to eradicate all forms of meningitis.  Although successful vaccines exist to protect against some forms of meningitis, there is still no vaccine available to protect against all forms of the disease.
· Meningitis UK’s Search 4 a Vaccine Campaign aims to raise £7 million to fund lifesaving research into developing a vaccine against Meningitis B, the most common form of meningitis in the UK for which there is currently no vaccine. Great advances have been made in the last 20 years including vaccines against Hib, Meningitis C and Pneumococcal Meningitis and our scientists believe that a vaccine can be found within the next few years if we can raise £7million to support the breakthroughs being made. 

· In the absence of a vaccine, Meningitis UK also raises awareness of the common symptoms and need to act quickly, which can mean the difference between life and death. 

· Meningitis UK is currently funding a number of cutting-edge research projects into the prevention of all forms of meningitis in the UK. The total value of the charity’s current research programme is £1,128,574. 
· Meningitis UK receives no government funding and is entirely reliant on the general public to raise money to put a stop to the heartache and suffering meningitis causes.

· Meningitis UK’s Chief Executive, Steve Dayman lost his 14 month-old son Spencer in 1982 to meningitis and meningococcal septicaemia.

· Meningitis UK is the working name of Spencer Dayman Meningitis UK, Registered Charity No. 1076774
Statistics: Source – Health Protection Agency, Health Protection Scotland & Communicable Disease Surveillance Centre Northern Ireland
