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[Date]

[Person/organisation] raising funds to help beat meningitis 

- A snappy headline to describe what activity is taking place

1 - Tell the reporter what is happening in the first paragraph:

Example: 

TODDLER ______ [name], from ______ [location], will be remembered at a poignant football tournament [event] to raise funds to eradicate the devastating disease which killed him.

2 – Say who is taking part and where /when the event is happening:

Example:

It will be the third event in his memory, taking place at _____ [place], on ____ [date], when 14 teams will compete to help raise money for Meningitis UK.

3 – Say why the event is taking place:

Example:

The youngster was struck down by meningitis aged three-and-a-half and died less than 24 hours after showing any symptoms.

All money raised on the day will go towards the charity’s goal to find a vaccine for Meningitis B – the strain of the deadly brain bug which killed Billy. [Any direct experience of meningitis/quirky angles, etc]
4 – Add a quote from the organiser, explaining what happened and their motivation:
Example:

____ [name], from _____ [details of the road or town they live in], said: “Because we live in a village lots of people knew Billy and are willing to help.

“The past two tournaments have been really successful and there’s lots of fun activities to go alongside the football, like a barbeque, raffle and tug-of-war.

“Although it’s an emotional day, Billy liked watching football with his dad so it’s a fitting tribute to him.”

5 – Give more information if you have it/are happy to go into detail:

Example:

He died from ______ [type of meningitis].
________ [name] said that the speed at which the disease took Billy’s life made them realise just how important it is to find a vaccine and protect future generations.

She explained: “It really is such a devastating disease, which can take people’s lives in a matter of hours. 

“Fundraising gives us something to focus on and hopefully our efforts will take Meningitis UK one step closer to finding a vaccine and saving lives in the future.

“If the disease can be eradicated then, one day, people won’t have to go through the heartache everyone endured when Billy died.”

6 - Say how much you hope the event will raise:
It’s hoped the latest fundraiser will make up to ______ [amount].
7 – Say what the money’s going towards:
All the money raised will go towards Meningitis UK’s Search 4 a Vaccine Campaign.  It aims to raise £7million to fund vital research into developing a vaccine against Meningitis B - the most common form of meningitis in the UK.
8 – Add a quote from Meningitis UK:
Example:

Steve Dayman, who founded Meningitis UK after his son Spencer died from the disease, said: “Everyone’s efforts in memory/celebration of ____ [name] are really remarkable.  We hope the ____ [event] is a success on what must be an emotional day.

“Meningitis UK has a single focus – to find a vaccine to eradicate meningitis. The majority of the research we fund adds value to work already being undertaken by industry to ensure we reach our goal even faster and save more lives.

“Every bit of help is so important in enabling us to continue our vital work and will take us one step closer to finding a vaccine.”
9 – How to sponsor and find out more information:
To sponsor ____ [name], please visit [web address for JustGiving etc].

For more information about meningitis, or to support Meningitis UK’s Search 4 a Vaccine Campaign, please call 0117 373 7373 or visit www.meningitisUK.org
	MENINGITIS FACT BOX

	· Classic symptoms of include a headache, stiff neck and a dislike of bright light. Other symptoms can include difficulty supporting own weight, fever, vomiting and diarrhoea, confusion and drowsiness.

· It can cause septicaemia, which leads to aching limbs, cold hands and feet and a rash.

· Meningitis can affect anyone of any age, however babies, children under the age of five, young people aged 16-24 and the elderly are most at risk.
· Meningitis is an inflammation of the lining that covers the brain and spinal cord. 

· In 2008 there were approximately 3,000 cases of all forms of meningitis provisionally recorded in the UK. Every year 300 people die and hundreds more are left with permanent disabilities.
· Every week, six families face the traumatic loss of a loved one to meningitis.
· No vaccine exists for Meningitis B, which is the most common form of the disease in the UK.
· It can kill in under four hours, which is why prompt medical treatment is so important.

For further information visit www.meningitisuk.org or call 0117 373 7373.




-ENDS-

Notes to the Editor
· Meningitis UK is the only meningitis charity in the UK solely committed to meningitis vaccine development. Meningitis UK’s sole focus is to find a vaccine to eradicate all forms of meningitis.  Although successful vaccines exist to protect against some forms of meningitis, there is still no vaccine available to protect against all forms of the disease.

· Meningitis UK’s Search 4 a Vaccine Campaign aims to raise £7 million to fund lifesaving research into developing a vaccine against Meningitis B, the most common form of meningitis in the UK for which there is currently no vaccine. Great advances have been made in the last 20 years including vaccines against Hib, Meningitis C and Pneumococcal Meningitis and our scientists believe that a vaccine can be found within the next few years if we can raise £7million to support the breakthroughs being made. 

· In the absence of a vaccine, Meningitis UK also raises awareness of the common symptoms and need to act quickly, which can mean the difference between life and death. 

· Meningitis UK is currently funding a number of cutting-edge research projects into the prevention of all forms of meningitis in the UK. The total value of the charity’s current research programme is £1,128,574. 
· Meningitis UK receives no government funding and is entirely reliant on the general public to raise money to put a stop to the heartache and suffering meningitis causes.

· Meningitis UK’s Chief Executive, Steve Dayman lost his 14 month-old son Spencer in 1982 to meningitis and meningococcal septicaemia.

· Meningitis UK is the working name of Spencer Dayman Meningitis UK, Registered Charity No. 1076774

Statistics: Source – Health Protection Agency, Health Protection Scotland & Communicable Disease Surveillance Centre Northern Ireland

Add the organiser’s contact details (for journalists/photographers to call): 

PLEASE CONTACT:

____________________________ [contact name] _____________________ [daytime telephone number/mobile] 

Meningitis UK Press Contact: 

Melanie Jago, Press Officer - 0117 302 6195.

